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Grand Valley to Host Meeting of Michigan 
Academy of Science, Arts, and Letters 
More than 700 scholars and researchers 
will convene at the L.V. Eberhard Center 
on the Grand Rapids campus on Friday, 
March 17, for the 93rd annual meeting of 
the Michigan Academy of Science, Arts, 
and Letters. 
A highlight of the meeting will be a 
presentation by Martin Bowen, one of the 
researchers who discovered and explored 
the Titanic aboard the deep submersible 
ALVIN. Bowen will speak at the luncheon 
session. 
Among the topic titles in other symposia: 
"The Effects of Gender Bias on Personnel 
Evaluations," 
"The Draconian Powers of the Internal 
Revenue Service," 
"George Bush's Acceptance Speech: Creating 
a 'Telereal' Presence," 
"The Earliest Jewish Immigrants to 
Muskegon, Michigan." 
"Social Orientation in First-Sixth Graders." 
Grand Valley State University 
There will be a special Saturday morning 
session on March 18 of the Junior Academy 
for high school students. 
For more information about the meeting, 
contact: 
GVSU Conferences, LaDon Gustafson, 
Director, 774-6620, or 
GVSU Science and Mathematics Division, 
Dean's Office, 895-2261. 
The attendees, representing more than 
50 public and private colleges and 
universities, as well as business, industrial, 
and other educational and cultural 
organizations from around the Midwest, 
will hear and discuss more than 300 reports 
in a wide variety of fields, from 
administration, anthropology, and Asian 
studies, to literature, medical sciences, 
Slavic and East European studies, and 
women's studies. 
Athletic Director Named 
To Succeed MacDonald 
Featured symposia include one sponsored 
by the Political Science Section on 
forthcoming books dealing with Michigan 
politics; and another, co-sponsored by the 
Forestry, Wildlife, and Zoology Sections, 
on "Biological Diversity in Michigan Forest 
Ecosystems." 
According to Science and Mathematics 
Dean P. Douglas Kindschi, who is Vice 
President of the Academy and official host 
for the meeting, 'Thirty-five different papers 
will be presented to the Academy by Grand 
Valley faculty and graduate students." 
The Grand Valley Fornm is pub~ 
lisbed every Monday by the Public 
Relations Office when classes are 
in session and bi-weekly during the 
summer. Items must be submitted 
in writing by Tuesday noon to the 
Public Relations Office, 24 Zum-
berge Library, GVSU, Allendale, 
MI 49401. Telephone: 895-2221. 
Grand Valley State University is an 
Equal Opportunity, Affirmative 
Action Institution. 
Dr. Michael J. Kovalchik (Ka-VAL-chic) 
has been named Director of Athletics and 
Chairman of the Physical Education 
Department at Grand Valley State 
University. 
The appointment was announced 
Tuesday by Ronald F. VanSteeland, Vice 
President for Finance and Administration 
who headed up the search committee and 
made the final selection from a field of 65 
candidates. 
Kovalchik succeeds George MacDonald, 
who will retire on April 29, after serving 
as Director of Athletics and chairman of 
the Physical Education and Recreation 
Department since 1976. 
The 42-year-old Kovalchik comes to 
Grand Valley from Ohio Northern 
University where he served as chairman 
of the Department of Physical Education 
and Associate Athletic Director since 198 7. 
Previously he served as head wrestling and 
defensive football coordinator at both 
Jamestown College in North Dakota and 
Coe College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He 
also coached football, wrestling, and 
baseball at Hanover College in Hanover, 
Indiana. 
Kovalchik received his undergraduate 
and graduate degrees in health science and 
physical education from Eastern Illinois 
University and a master of science in 
education administration from the State 
University of New York-Cortland and a 
doctorate from Southern Illinois University 
at Carbondale. 
Kovalchik and his wife Paula, will move 
to the Grand Rapids area in July. 
NCA Team 
Recommends 
Reaccreditation 
North Central Association evaluators 
concluded their on-site visit on March 1 
at Grand Valley as part of the university's 
accreditation process. According to Provost 
Glenn A. Niemeyer, "At the exit interview 
today we were informed that the team was 
recommending continued accreditation, with 
the next visit scheduled for 1998-99, ten 
years from now. The team will submit 
to Grand Valley their written report in 
approximately four to six weeks. The final 
decision on our reaccreditation will be 
made by the Commission on Institutions 
of Higher Education of the North Central 
Association the latter part of June. 
"The team was impressed with the 
quality of the university, the faculty and 
staff, and the institutional Self-Study. We 
personally want to thank you for your 
efforts in this reaccreditation process on 
behalf of the university." 
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Coming Events 
Lecture on "Humanizing the Scientist 
And Simonizing the Humanist" 
To Be Held 
A. Truman Schwartz, DeWitt Wallace 
Professor of Chemistry at Macalester 
College in St. Paul, Minnesota, will give 
a lecture entitled "Humanizing the Scientist 
and Simonizing the Humanist'' on Thursday, 
March 30, in the Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
Schwartz received degrees from the 
University of South Dakota and from 
Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar. 
He received his Ph.D. in physical chemistry 
from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. According to Schwartz, "The 
supposed gap between the sciences and 
the humanities is largely an artificial chasm, 
dug by academics for convenience, comfort, 
and protection. One way to bridge it is 
by stressing the humanistic dimension of 
science. The concepts of chemistry can 
be used to address much of what has 
traditionally been considered the province 
of the humanities -- issues of brotherhood 
and belonging, perspective and proportion, 
identity and self-awareness, wonder and 
beauty. A study of chemistry can reveal 
insights about the nature of truth and what 
it means to be human. The lecture 
concludes with some strategies and 
suggestions for communicating the 
humanity of chemistry to students and to 
the general public." 
The lecture will begin at 12 noon and 
is sponsored by the Lecture Series 
Committee and the Division of Science and 
Mathematics. 
Prelaw Club Lecture 
James Zoeteway, professor of political 
science at Hope College, will give an 
informal presentation ·at the Prelaw Club 
meeting on Wednesday, March 22, at 4:15 
p.m. in 113 Mackinac. 
Zoeteway will discuss careers in law, 
using his years of experience and expertise 
as a guide in choosing courses, majors, 
and the most appropriate law school, and 
the law school admission process. 
Ethnic Festival to Be Held 
March 30 
As part of Grand Valley's "World of 
Diversity Month," the annual Ethnic Festival 
will be held on Thursday, March 30, from 
12 noon until 8 p.m. in the Promenade 
Deck of the Kirkhof Center. The festival 
will feature food, music, and costumes from 
around the world. At 2 p.m. a special 
workshop will be presented in the Mainsail 
Lounge on the history, traditions and 
technique of playing the Steel Drum. At 
6 p.m., the 21st Century Steel Band will 
perform in the Promenade Deck. 
Third Annual President's Ball 
On Saturday, April 15 
The third annual President's Ball will 
be held on Saturday, April 15, from 6 p.m. 
until 2 a.m. in the Kirkhof Center. The 
Ball is an end-of-the-year formal affair 
sponsored by the President of the Student 
Senate and the President of GVSU. The 
event is open to all GVSU students, faculty 
and staff and will feature dinner and 
dancing. For more information on tickets 
and tuxedo rentals contact the Student 
Activities Office at extension 3295. 
Retirement Plan Meetings 
The Personnel Office is sponsoring three 
meetings on March 22 and 23 to explain 
changes and new ·choices in retirement 
plans for faculty and professional staff. 
The three meetings will be held as follows: 
March 22, 12 noon to 1 p.m. 
March 23, 10 to 11 a.m. 
March 23, 12 noon to 1 p.m. 
All meetings will take place in the 
Promenade Deck in Kirkhof Center. 
"Whether you are considering a change 
in allocation to Fidelity Investments or not, 
I encourage you to attend one of the 
meetings listed above to learn more about 
this significant change to your retirement 
plan. It is important that you understand 
the types of funds and retirement options 
available to you prior to making a 
decision," said D. Scott Richardson, 
personnel officer. 
Summer Job Fair 
The Grand Valley Student Employment 
Office will be hosting a summer job fair 
on Wednesday, March 15, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the Portside Room of the 
Kirkhof Center. Employers have been 
invited to attend to discuss summer job 
opportunities with interested students. 
Grand Valley has approved a new 
student summer wage rate for full-time 
students. This pay increase is expected 
to attract more students to work on campus 
this summer. Employers who wish to take 
part in the on-campus summer job fair are 
urged to contact Loma Hamp in the 
Student Employment Office at extension 
3238. 
Personnel Notice: 
Hiring and Training 
Student Employees Workshop 
The Hiring and Training Student 
Employees Workshop will include a 
presentation by Ken Fridsma and Loma 
Hamp from the Financial Aid Office and 
a panel comprised of campus experts 
talking about training programs they have 
instituted in their units. The panel will 
include: Bonnie Hecker from the Library, 
Sue Lindrup from the Counseling Center, 
Maxine Rogowski from Public Safety, and 
Bonnie Ulmer from Admissions. Not only 
will the panel share their experiences but 
also respond to your questions or 
troublesome situations you have 
encountered. Ken Fridsma and Loma Hamp 
will also bring us up to date on new laws 
affecting student employees, new campus 
rates, and changes that can be expected 
in the near future. 
The Hiring and Training Student 
Employees Workshop will be Tuesday, 
March 28, from 2 to 4 p.m., in the Kirkhof 
Center Portside Room. 
The Clerical, Office and Technical 
Training and Development Committee has 
organized this Student Employment 
Workshop in response to the office/techni-
cal staff's request for assistance in doing 
a better job coping with a student 
employee work force. Most offices rely 
heavily on student help to get the work 
accomplished. The office staff spends a 
large amount of time hiring, scheduling, 
training student workers and monitoring 
their work. This workshop is intended to 
give the staff guidance in performing these 
functions and avoid mistakes others have 
experienced. 
Don't miss this opportunity, call 
Personnel at extension 2215 to make a 
reservation. 
Continued on page 5 
Across Campus 
Special Services Program 
Helps Students 
Grand Valley's Special Services Program 
provides help to students who are having 
various difficulties. Inadequate study skills, 
motivation, indecision regarding educational 
and career goals, and lack of understanding 
of the university's policies and procedures 
are some of the problems Special Services 
deals with. 
The program also provides support 
services for students who have low 
incomes, whose parents did not graduate 
from a four-year college, who are physically 
handicapped, or who are learning disabled. 
Any one of these circumstances, along with 
a need for academic support, qualifies a 
student for participation in the program. 
All services are free to eligible students. 
Referrals from faculty, staff, and students 
are welcomed. For more information call 
extension 3401 or stop by 125 Commons 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. 
Faculty and Staff 
Publications Collection 
A collection of publications by faculty 
and staff members is maintained on the 
fourth floor of the library. Please send 
copies of your published work to Sharon 
Van Der Laan at the library in order to 
keep the collection up to date. 
Academic Progress Standards 
For Financial Aid Changed 
Changes in the academic progress 
standards required to qualify for Federal 
Student Aid will go into effect beginning 
with the 1989-90 academic year. Students 
will need to have a minimum 2.0 GPA after 
four semesters of attendance. This will 
affect some upperclass students who will 
not meet this standard. Students denied 
financial aid because they are below the 
2.0 GPA can appeal this decision if there 
were unusual circumstances contributing 
to their low GPA, according to Ken 
Fridsma, director of financial aid. 
Faculty Staff Campaign Contributions 
Increase 
Final figures on the 1 988 Campus 
Campaign, recently released by the 
Development Office, show an increase of 
almost 20 percent compared to the previous 
year. According to Associate Director of 
Development Nancee Miller, "This year, 
307 faculty and staff contributed $49,318, 
compared to 233 donors who gave a total 
of $41,325 last year. 
"We are particularly pleased that both 
the number and the percentage of faculty 
and staff participation continue to grow. 
This year's 307 participants represent 41 
percent of GVSU's 748 total faculty and 
staff," she added. 
According to Miller, GVSU's statistics 
compare favorably with those of other state 
universities. She cited two much larger 
institutions as examples. 'Two universities 
on the east side of the state report only 
13 and 14 percent of their faculty and 
staff contributed to their annual giving 
campaigns." She attributed the continuing 
success of GVSU's campaign to the energy 
and dedication of the large number of 
faculty and staff representatives who 
comprised the campaign cabinet and the 
volunteers who followed up on the effort 
by contacting their colleagues after the 
campaign materials had been distributed. 
New Student Wage Rates 
At their February meeting, Grand Valley's 
Board of Control approved a new student 
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wage rate schedule. Information on the 
new schedule was recently mailed to all 
employing units on campus. 
First, the new wage schedule now allows 
students to receive up to a four-step pay 
increase provided the student remains 
employed with the same unit. It also 
allows undergraduate students to be paid 
one of three starting wage rates depending 
on the student's job skills and respon-
sibilities. The new step increases will allow 
employers to reward upperclass students 
who have been continually employed each 
year. 
Secondly, the new wage schedule 
introduces a $4.50 rate for full-time 
students employed in the summer. Units 
wishing to employ students under this rate 
must establish full-time summer positions, 
defined as 30 hours or more. Students can 
be work-study or regular under this 
classification. The new wage rate is 
intended to be more aggressive in meeting 
student staffing needs in the summer by 
providing full-time positions at a 
competitive wage rate. 
For more information contact Loma 
Hamp at the Student Employment Office 
in Seidman House at extension 3238. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Carl Bajema, professor of biology, 
presented a paper entitled "Logging in 
Newaygo County: 1837-1900" at an annual 
meeting of the Newaygo County Soil 
Conservation District in Fremont. The 
meeting was held on February 16. 
David-Everett Blythe, visiting assistant 
professor of English, has written two 
articles, "Lear's 'Persian' in Mi,ddlemarch 
and "Ross' Travelling Lamp," which will 
be published in The Explicator. 
Robert J. Cross, professor of education, 
was selected to develop a long-range plan 
for special education in the Lenawee 
Intermediate School District. The plan is 
based on Cross's research findings related 
to centralization or decentralization of 
intermediate school districts. 
Bob Demerchant, technical director of 
women's volleyball, is the author of "A 
'Quick-Middle' Answer to Your Height 
Problem" in the Scholastic Coach, December 
1988. 
Roger Ellis, associate professor of theatre 
communications, recently conducted a post-
production critique and discussion at Hope 
College on the world premiere of a new 
play, "MsTrial," by Ralph and Broglio. The 
script, which deals with sexual discrimina-
tion, was produced by the Hope College 
Theatre Department between February 17-
25. 
William Force, professor of education, 
presented a workshop entitled "Preplanning 
for Curriculum Development" at a meeting 
Continued on page 4 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Continuai from JXl[!! 3 
of the Allendale Public Schools faculty 
recently. 
Soon Hong, assistant professor of 
mathematics, presented a paper entitled 
"Comparison Problems for Experiments with 
Curve Responses" at a meeting of the 
American Statistical Association Winter 
Conference in San Diego on January 5. 
Cynthia Kay, visiting professor of 
communications, was the co-executive 
producer and talent for the Grand Rapids 
Advertising Federation's annual "Addy 
Awards" at the Amway Grand Plaza on 
February 22. 
Bruce J. Klein, associate professor of 
computer science, served on a panel 
reporting the recommendations of the 
ACM/MANIEEE Computer Society Task 
Force on the Teaching of Computer Science 
within Mathematics Departments at the 
ACM's twentieth annual Computer Science 
Education Symposium held in Louisville, 
Kentucky, on February 23 and 24. 
Richard Lefebvre, professor of geology, 
spoke on "Earth Science Education 
Framework" at a meeting of the Steering 
Committee of American Geological Institute 
in Washington, D.C., held February 24-
26. 
Daleene Menning, associate professor 
of art, spoke about her work at the Grand 
Rapids Art Museum at the first of a series 
of lectures given by local artists in 
February. 
Faite R-P Mack, professor of education, 
has been invited by the U.S. Department 
of Education to a national review of 
proposals requesting funding for infant and 
toddler special education projects. 
Sandra L. Planisek, associate professor 
of finance, is the author of "International 
topics in Corporate Finance: What to 
Teach," published in the Journal of Financial 
Education, Fall 1989. 
Christine Rydel, professor of Russian, 
presented a paper entitled "Biblical Type-
Scenes in Doctor Zhivago" at a meeting of 
the Twentieth-Century Literature Confer-
ence at the University of Louisville on 
February 24. 
David Veneklase, accountant, has been 
selected to be a part of the Accounting 
Advisory Committee at Grand Rapids Junior 
College. The committee consists of top 
accounting officials from several local 
businesses. 
Ron Ward, professor of biology, 
presented a position paper on "The 
Development of Harbor Island" in Grand 
Haven at a forum of the Tri-Cities League 
of Women Voters on February 8. 
John Wissink, associate professor of 
education, has been selected to serve as 
an advisor to Kent Occupational High 
School, a county-wide high school for 
moderately handicapped learners. 
Wissink recently retired as president of 
the Michigan Association of Leaming 
Disabilities Educators and now serves as 
an advisor to the organization. 
Calendar of Events 
Monday, March 13 
6 p.m.: Women's track. Calvin and Hope at GVSU. 
Tuesday, March 14 - Friday, April 14 
10 a.m.-5p.m., weekdays; ti! 7 p.m. on Thursdays: Art exhibit. 
"Communications Graphics," sponsored by the American Institute of Graphic 
Arts. Features the year's best in promotional and corporation graphics. 
Calder Art Gallery. 
Wednesday, March 15 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.: Job Fair. Portside Room, Kirkhof Center. 
12 noon: Lunchbreak. Little Miami Theatre. Free. Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
4 p.m.: Reception. "Communications Graphics" art exhibit. Calder Art Gallery. 
7:30 p.m.: Michael Pritchard, comedian, at the Kellogg Auditorium in 
Kalamazoo. Tickets $5.00. Available at the door or by calling 
WGVU/WGVK-TV, extension 6666. 
Thursday, March 16 
TBA: Wrestling. GVSU at NCAA Division I National Tournament. Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. 
7:30 p.m.: Michael Pritchard, comedian, at Fountain Street Church in Grand 
Rapids. Tickets $5.00. Available at the door or by calling WGVU/WGVK-
TV, extension 6666. 
Friday, March 17 
All day: Annual Meeting of the Michigan Academy of Science, Arts, and 
Letters. L.V. Eberhard Center on the Grand Rapids Campus. 
1 p.m.: Baseball. GVSU at Olivet Nazarene, Kankakee, Illinois. 
6 p.m.: Women's track. GVSU vs. Alma and Aquinas, at Aquinas. 
Saturday, March 18 
8:30 to 12 noon: Michigan Academy of Sciences, Arts, and Letters meeting. 
Junior Academy meeting. Eberhard Center. 
1. p.m.: Baseball. GVSU at University of Indianapolis. 
Sunday, March 19 
10:30 a.m.: Dialogue worship. Portside Room, Kirkhof Center. 
6:30 p.m.: Catholic mass. 132 Lake Huron Hall. 
Coming Events 
Continued from page 2 
Comedian Michael Pritchard 
To Perform in Area 
Comedian Michael Pritchard, host of the 
PBS series ''The Power of Choice," will give 
performances at the Kellogg Auditorium 
in Kalamazoo on Wednesday, March 15, 
and at Fountain Street Church in Grand 
Rapids on Thursday, March 16. Tickets 
are $5.00 and can be purchased at the 
door, or by calling WGVU/WGVK-TV at 
extension 6666. Performances begin at 
7:30 p.m. Tickets will go on sale and 
doors will open at 6:30 p.m. Pritchard's 
performances are a community service of 
West Michigan Public Broadcasting and are 
underwritten by the General Foods 
Corporation and the Midwest Recovery 
Center of Borgess Medical Center. 
OAK ROOM MENU W/ E 3/17 /89 
Monday: Lemon chicken, 
escalloped potatoes, 
honey carrots, deli 
buffet, cold plate, 
beef noodle soup. 
Tuesday: Stuffed pork 
chop, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, baked apples, 
deli buffet, cold plate, 
Canadian cheese soup. 
Wednesday: Meatloaf, 
baked potatoes, peas, 
deli buffet, cold plateJ 
potato-cheese soup. 
Thursday: Veal Parmesan, 
buttered egg noodles, 
broccoli spears, deli 
buffet, cold plate, 
chicken vegetable soup. 
Friday: Stuffed flounder, 
twice baked potatoes, 
oriental vegetables, 
deli buffet, cold plate, 
New England.clam chowder. 
Welcome to 
Grand Valley 
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Nola Nielsen, formerly an assistant in 
Art and Music at Aquinas College, has been 
hired as assistant building manager of the 
L.V. Eberhard Center. She received her 
B.F.A. degree from Calvin College in 1980. 
Nancy M. Hoyt, who formerly worked 
as a temporary employee for various offices 
at GVSU, has been hired as a secretary at 
WGVU/WGVK-TV. 
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Information for Faculty and Staff Sketches 
(name) (title) 
is the author of 
(name of journal or publisher) 
(date of publication) 
presented a paper entitled 
presented a workshop entitled 
exhibited/performed 
other (specify) 
at a meeting of 
(name of group or conference) 
in 
(location) 
(date of presentation) 
was appointed/elected 
(name of group) 
Telephone 
(Office and/or Department telephone) 
Complete and return to Public Relations, 24 Zumberge by 12 noon on Tuesday. 
Items may be submitted in other legi,ble fomwts. 
